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Sanitation 

A REMARKABLE article in a recent issue of Insurance 
Engineering directs attention to the extraordinary 
dangers that are prevalent everywhere from the leak· 
age of gas. Dr. James C. Bayles, the author of the 
article, treats the subject exhaustively, and marshals 
a great army of facts that conclusively demonstrate 
the extent and danger of this agent. The greatest 
danger from leaking gas, he points out, is in crowded 
cities, whose streets are paved with an impervious 
material, and he cites a number of instances in 
which buildings in New York have become saturated 
with gas, resulting, in many cases, in sudden and 
disastrous fires where, ordinarily, swift destruction 
could not be looked for. One of these instances is the 
historic burning of the Windsor Hotel, which, although 
not a fireproof building, was destroyed in a fire of 
almost unexampled suddenness, extent, and intensity, 
which can only be accounted for by the building having 
been saturated with gas. That it was so, and that the 
circumstance was known to the proprietor, Dr. Bayles 
demonstrates by his own examination and warning 
some time before the catastrophe. The destruction of 
the dwelling of Mr. Wallace Andrews, in which Mr. 
Andrews was burned to a crisp in descending a short 
flight of steps, is another instance of the same sort. 
It was a well-built house of slow-burning construction 
that could not have burned so speedily from an ordi
nary fire. Many ot,her examples are also noted. I t  
seems t o  b e  an established fact that gas constantly 
leaks from the mains, that the leaking gas is odorless, 
and its presence therefore frequently unknown. The 
subject is one involving most important problems of 
fire and insurance, and well deserves much more at
tention than has hitherto been given it. 

The relation between polluted water and typhoid 
fever seems to require no further demonstration, so 
frequently has the cause and effect been shown in 
this connection. It may, however, be interesting to 
note that a recent epidemic, in the summer of 1901, in 
Baraboo, Wis. , has been shown to be directly due to 
polluted water. Investigation showed that one of the 
wells from which the water supply of the city was 
drawn contained a considerable quantity of iron, 
which caused the stoppage of the foot-valve. Pollution 
followed, and, on the machinery being cleaned, leaks 
stopped, and all put in order, the epidemic ceased. 

In the face of remarkable engineering difficulties a 
plan has at last been devised for draining New Orleans, 
now dependent on a series of gutters and old-fashioned 
paddle-wheel pumps, which with every rainstorm ·leave 
the city a foot or two under water. No such elaborate 
system of sewers will exist anywhere in the United 
States when the plan is carried into effect. It involves 
an outlay of twelve and a half million dollars. New 
Orleans is built on a plain which is eighteen feet below 
the level of the Mississippi River at high water. The 
amount of drainage is greater than that of any other 
city. To deal with it lateral canals parallel with the 
Mississippi will have to be dug in the lowest part of 
the city. These canals and the main canal will be in 
reality tunnels under the city streets. The streets 
will be supported on steel arches and brick and steel 
concrete walls. A central power house with a capacity 
of 10,500 horse power will operate the system, pumping 
the drainage into the Bayou Bienvenue, an arm of the 
gulf below the city. Besides this central power house 
there will be three subsidiary stations, which will lift 
the water from one to another canal, and so to the end. 

Problems of domestic sanitation are quite as impor
tant as the larger matters grouped under the head of 
municipal sanitation. The sanitation of the house from 
the domestic standpoint is a matter largely within the 
control of the individual owner and occupant. Not 
completely, of course, for, if the general sanitation of 
a place is bad, if the water is polluted, and if the city 
connections are of a poor grade, it will be impossible 
for the individual to remedy these fundamental evils 
and gross misfortunes. But so much can be done in 
making the house itself clean and sweet that it would 
seem unnecessary to refer to it, were it not for a gen
eral indifference that is so widely prevalent. It is not 
possible to teach every important subject in the public 
schools, and human beings often have the good luck to 
live happily in most unsanitary surroundings. But at 
least it should be brought home to every one that the 
house should be apparently clean. Whether it is so 
actually is another question. But appearances count 
for much, and if all our houses should seem clean i n  
a l l  their parts a great step forward will have been 
made in domestic sanitation. 

Household 
Notes 

A new material much used for fancy work just now 
is eminently suitable for bedspreads, says the Com
mercial Advertiser. A coarse kind of canvas in sev
eral art shades is woven in two colors, the groundwork 
being of, say, a dark green, while the design or flowers 
upon it are woven in a pale shade of light color, 
it being in fact much the same as an ordinary brocade. 
This canvas is about 68 inches wide and about $2 a 
yard; so workers can, if they wish, buy exactly the 
amount required and work the design in cross-stitch or 
any other style of embroidery they please, or,. (f pre
ferred, these bedspreads can be procured already pre
pared for working with a small portion commenced, 
always a great help to the uninitiated. Crochet lace 
to edge the quilts can also be had in different colors to 
match. The texture of the canvas being coarse is an 
additional advantage, as the embroidery is quickly 
done with bold and effective results. This material is 
used for portieres, embroidered with heavy silk in 
bold designs. 

Mr. Will Bradley has been disporting himself iII de
signing a house to which the modest title of " A Brad
ley House" has been given. No more distinctive de
signs for a dwelling and its furnishings have been 
made for some time. Curves and scrolls and twists 
and the other material of hackneyed designers are not 
to have place in this remarkable dwelling. It is a 
house of verticality, pure, simple, and direct, with 
square corners and sharpened edges. His suggestion 
for a piano is a novel one. An upright instrument 
is enclosed within a great rectangular chest, decorated 
with richly ornamented hinges and interior panels. It 
does not, of course, suggest a piano when closed, but 
it is an interesting idea, capable of highly ornamental 
treatment. 

Some new wall paper has every length in hanging 
capped. A tangle of tall green rushes forms the motif 
of the paper for perhaps seven or eight feet up, ac
cording to height of wall, and is capped each width of 
paper with life-size purple fleurs-de-lis. A trailing 
greenery of rose vine foliage runs up the wall and ends 
in branches of American Beauties. The silver green 
pointed foliage of chrysanthemums, with an occasional 
bud and blossom, blows out into the great nodding 
gorgeous flowers at the top of the wall. It is a pleasant 
change, giving a natural look to the design, instead of 
chopping it ·off with a molding and a border. Another 
paper shows a trellis covered with Wistaria, full of 
luxuriant purple bloom. Dainty bedroom designs, 
bunches of red top clover in exquisite natural coloring 
on a grayish-green ground, scattered marguerites on a 
pale green ground, lovely in design and coloring, form 
another charming paper. 

Much beautiful work for interior decoration has 
been made by the Deerfield Society of Blue and White 
Needlework, of Deerfield, Mass. The designs are gen
erally of Colonial origin, and, as the name of the society 
indicates, are in blue aNd white. The society has been 
in existence for five years, during which time many 
fine pieces of work have been turned out. It is in
tended that each article shall have an artistic value 
of its own that will give credit to the woman pro
ducing it. 

EFFECTIVE WINDOW DECORATIONs.-Nearly filling one 
end of the room was a deep recessed window and win
dow seat, the former with large plate-glass sashes that 
made the room seem part of a fruit orchard beyond, 
which was just bursting into pink and white bloom, 
and the latter piled up with silken cushions to match 
a great semidircle of hyacinths and tulips just outside 
that blazed with color within their setting of emerald 
green turf. Their soft tints of pink, yellow, blue, white, 
purple, lilac, and dark red were reproduced in the piled
up cushions of the window seat. "It is a fancy of 
mine," said the creator of this decorative window, "to 
have the cushions of that particular window seat to 
match the flowers in the bed beyond. I have them 
made like pillow slips, buttoned on, and change them 
several times during the season. In June, after the 
tulips are gone, I have June roses, and after the June 
roses the gay annuals, ending up with chrysanthe
mums, which last until frost, and with each change I 
have cushions of the same color." 

April is the month of the buffalo moth grub which 
works so much harm to carpets and woolens. Benzine 
poured on to the edges of carpets where these pests 
have appeared is the best remedy. Closets and places 
containing woolen clothing should be washed out with 
benzine and the contents well aired. 
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Current Notes 
English 

MODERN BUILDING RESTRICTIONS. 

THE conditions of building in large, overcrowded 
cities have considerably restricted freedom of design. 
There are several such limitations, points out the 
Building News in discussing this subject, the party-wall 
restriction, compelling the architect to limit his area 
between walls more or less close together, necessitating 
greater height; there is the ancient light restriction, 
which necessitates ingenious contrivances for obtain
ing light by means of light areas, and setting back 
buildiIigs. There are other restrictions caused by the 
operation of the Building Act that seriously limit the 
architect's resources in the use of certain materials 
like timber, and other artistic means; also the neces
sities of providing basement areas, transit by lifts, and 
staircases. All these things exercise considerable con
trol over the design, as we may see in any of the larger 
warehouse and office buildings in the city of London. 
It may be the architectural effort is confined to one 
elevation facing the street, while it is crowded with 
windows of varying design to afford the required light. 
Behind there is nothing but blank dismal walls pierced 
by windows of the commonest kind, perhaps cavernous 
light areas. There is nothing architectural about these 
back lands of modern London. 

THE UGLINESS OF TOWNS, 

LOOK at any of our new towns, writes Mr. G. F. 
Bodley, R.A., where there is not the presence of old 
buildings to redeem the general aspect of ugliness and 
vulgarity. It is not that the houses are merely des
titute of ornament: there is the presence of vulgar and 
ugly so-called ornament in plenty-sometimes, indeed, 
in heavy and tiresome profusion. The shape and pro
portion of the houses seem to have come by chance 
and without design. The ugliest materials have been 
used-bricks of the poorest color and of ungainly size, 
the roofs covered with cold-looking blue slates of too 
large dimensIons, and the details of the exterior are 
in every respect without interest or refinement. Inside 
we see the same poverty or vulgarity. The meanness 
of stained deal seems to have been delighted in, or, if 
it could be afforded, that ugliest of all woods, pitch 
pine, with its coarse grain and hot color. 

THE LONDON BACKYARD. 

BURNS'S cry that we might see ourselves as others 
see us is not always consonant with a truer or less 
biased opinion. Some time ago we were rather amused 
to read in a well-known American architectural con
temporary, remarks the Builders' Journal, that Lon
doners have one custom which our friends desire to 
see introduced into New York. Those who reside in 
or are familiar with London will doubtless learn with 
surprise that the backyards of the houses in the Me
tropolis are rendered attractive, decorated with flowers, 
and made to serve a purpose quite impossible to any 
New York backyard. There is usually a balcony over

looking the yard, which is ornamented with growing 
plants until it might be taken for a conservatory. The 
imagination of decorators is allowed to exercise itself 
in all sorts of ways in making beautiful this part of a 
London house. It may be fairly assumed that the 
writer who gives this glowing account of the London 
backyard has never seen one: for the place is more 
often than not a depressing smoke-begrimed area, 
which is not infrequently prejudicial to health, an 
opinion which is confirmed by Dr. Sykes in his re
cently published book on " Public Health and Housing." 
Of the flower-bedecked balcony which might be mis
taken for a conservatory we know nothing, and as re
gards the decorators' imaginations we should prefer to 
remain silent, though we can not refrain from ex
pressing pleasure in learning that they possess imagi
nation. 

EXTERIOR USE OF TILES, 

THE question of using tiles externally, pointed out 
Mr. Halsey Ricardo in a recent lecture, is made very 
difficult by the doubtful behavior of the tiles them
selves. It is a common sight to mark great patches 
on the walls, where tiles have been and have dropped 
off-to find them cracked and discolored. The Under
ground Railway here is painfully rich in examples of 
their failure, and I note that the linings in the Two
penny Tube are beginning to discolor. Wet, followed 
by frost, with an imperfect key for fastening at the 
back, accounts for the downfall in most cases, while 
the impure atmosphere of London endeavors to dis
color everything that it can not corrode. 
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